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Pen y Gaer Roman fort and civil 
settlement, Breconshire 

Above Looking southwards along the Rhiangoll valley towards Crickhowell in the far 
distance with the site of the Pen y Gaer Roman beyond the hedge and trees in the foreground 
and its vicus (civilian settlement) slightly further away. Opposite Work in progress during 
May 2011 with members of the Llangynidr Local History Society revealing the stone 
foundations of Roman buildings within the vicus.

The Pen y Gaer Roman fort just south of Cwmdu in 
Breconshire is one of the sites which feature in the 

important new book Roman Frontiers in Wales and the 
Marches published by the Royal Commission and to which 
the Trust has contributed.

The site of the fort has been known since the early 
19th century, but like many other Roman military 
establishments it is only in recent years that we have 
become more aware of the vici or civilian settlements 
that were attached to them. The Spring 2010 issue 
of our Newletter introduced a project that had 
just started with grant aid from Cadw  seeking to  
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learn more about the nature and extent of 
these civilian settlements by carrying out 
geophysical survey and trial work.

Following geophysical survey and 
assessment work at Pen y Gaer in 2006 and 
2007 we returned to the site again in May 
2011 to carry out larger-scale assessment 
work in conjunction with the Llangynidr 
Local History Society, with the kind 
permission of the landowner and with grant 
aid from the Brecon Beacons Trust and 
Cadw.

The work has added considerably to what 
we know about the civil settlement as well 
as providing dating evidence. So far at 
least three different Roman stone buildings, 
paved areas and a hearth, a well, and a pos-
sible corn-drying kiln have been identified. 
Although questions remain about the nature 
and extent of the buildings it is clear that 
there was significant iron smithing was being 
carried out nearby.
  

Above Geophysical survey by the Trust has 
revealed traces of a civilian settlement along 
the Roman road leading southward from the 
Pen y Gaer Roman fort. Below Uncovering 
the top a Roman well within the vicus.
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Hen Caerwys abandoned 
medieval settlement, Flintshire

The abandoned medieval settlement at Hen Caerwys, just to the north of Caerwys itself, 
was the focus of a community based excavation project for a week in July as one of the 

Festival of British Archaeology events organised by the Trust and Cadw. The weather was 
generally poor but this did nothing to dampen the enthusiasm of the large band of volunteers 
who joined in.

Little or nothing is known of the history of this enigmatic and now wooded settlement, which 
consists of several groups of former house platforms associated with a complex pattern of 
banked enclosures and fields and a 
possible later farmstead, as shown 
in the sketch plan below, the site 
of which is a scheduled ancient 
monument open to the public.
This kind of abandoned medieval 
settlement site is fairly unusual in 
Flintshire. Small-scale excavations 
were undertaken at the site during 
the 1960s but these were never 

Just digging in the rain! One of the family groups that 
enthusiastically joined in the dig on a damp day in July.
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fully published and have left many questions unanswered, such as the sequence of the 
various banks and ditches, the types of buildings represented, and when they were occupied.

Two trial trenches were opened in an attempt to begin to answer some of these questions. 
The first focused on a prominent rectangular enclosure possibly representing an animal 
pound which together with the adjacent possible longhouse appear to belong to a relatively 
late period in the history of the site. A second trench was sited at the end of the southern 
group of medieval house platforms, largely in an attempt to tie down the site of one of the 
house platforms excavated in the 1960s whose position was not fully recorded.

The trench across the bank of the rectangular enclosure confirmed that this was built of stone 
rubble, though no dating evidence has yet been found. The trench at the end of the medieval 
house platform has so far not resolved whether it was one of the sites excavated in the 1960s. 
However, these are early days. The excavated sites were covered over with plastic and 
carefully backfilled in the hope of returning again next year to try and learn more about the 
site. So, watch this space!

In the meantime, the online project diary (www.cpat.org.uk/projects/longer/hencaer/project/
hcproj.htm) will be updated as new information comes to light.

Above and opposite Local volunteers at work on the community excavation project at Hen 
Caerwys in July 2011, carried out as part of the Festival of British Archaeology..
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Chasing the Hindwell Cursus 
Radnorshire

1 Geophysical survey in 
August 2011 suggests pos-
sible south-east terminal of 
cursus on rising ground on 
the southern side of the 
valley.

2 Excavations in May 2011 
revealed both north and 
south ditches crossing old 
stream bed south of the 
Summergil Brook, in area 
where is was not previously 
known.

4 Section dug across north 
ditch of cursus in 2010, 
where it appears as a 
cropmark, showed that it 
was bigger than many other 
cursus ditches.

Continuing work on the Hindwell cursus in the Walton basin (also reported upon in our 
Autum 2009 and Spring 2010 Newletters) is beginning to suggest that it is one of the 

largest Neolithic monuments in Wales, probably constructed at least 5000 years ago. These 
strange sites, which have been thought to have had a ritual or ceremonial purpose, consist of 
two parallel ditches usually closed off at each end. Parts of the monument have been traced 
as cropmarks visible from the air but with the generous help and cooperation of local land-
owners and farmers and grant aid from Cadw missing sections are being found by geophysi-
cal survey or trial trenches. Excitingly, it now looks as though that the cursus can be traced 
running straight as an arrow from one side of the valley to 
the other, perhaps for a distance of  over 4600 metres (just 
under 3 miles) and crossing two streams. If this can be veri-
fied it would make it the second longest cursus monument 
known anywhere in the British Isles — the longest being the 
Gussage Cursus in Dorset, which is about a kilometre longer. 
Several sections have been 
excavated across the ditches, 
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7 The NE terminal, first 
discovered as a cropmark 
from the air by the Royal 
Commission in April 
2011, stops on the 
valley side.  6 Excavations in September 

2011 showed that the cursus 
ditch was dug and infilled 
before the massive 
Hindwell palisaded 
enclosure was 
built. 

5 Section dug across the 
south ditch of cursus in 
2009 where is appears as a 
cropmark, again showed 
that the ditch was 
very large.

3 The banks of the dried up 
Summergil Brook, close to the 
point where it is crossed by the 
cursus. 

showing that these are up to almost 4 metres across and 2 
metres deep, emphasizing the amount of human effort that 
was involved.
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Adrian Simmons (above right) at the 
site of the Roman coin hoard with 
(left) part of the hoard found on 
that occasion. Analysis of the hoard 
by Edward Besley in the National 
Museum of Wales suggests that it 
consists of about 4800 coins.

Roman coin hoard unearthed 
near Montgomery
I n July we were contacted by metal detectorist Adrian Simmons of Welshpool with the 

exciting news that he had uncovered a Roman coin hoard in an earthenware jar in a field 
near Montgomery. First indications were that the hoard probably came from the site of one of 
a group of Roman farmsteads in the environs of the Roman fort at Forden Gaer. Since only the 
top of the hoard had been disturbed it was decided to try and properly excavate the rest of the 
hoard in order to find out more about where and why it had been buried.

With the permission of the landowner, help from the finder and work-experience students 
working with the Trust at the time, and grant aid from Cadw, a small excavation was mounted 
which enabled the rest of the coin hoard and the jar in which it was found to be carefully 
lifted from the ground (see opposite page). There are indications that the hoard may origi-
nally have been buried in the top of a ditch forming part of a Roman farmstead, though we 
are hoping that further research may tell us a little more about the precise context in which it 
was hidden probably over 1700 years ago, presumably with the intention of retrieval.
 
Once out of the ground the hoard was 
taken to the National Museum of 
Wales in Cardiff where it is currently 
being studied and assessed. Since 
the hoard consists of more than 10 
Roman coins it potentially represents 
‘Treasure’ which needs to be notified 
to the Coroner. (For more details 
about what counts as ‘Treasure’ see 
page 4 of our Spring 2010 Newsletter, 
which like other earlier editions is 
available online at www.cpat.org.uk/
news/newsletts/newsletts.htm). 
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Archaeologist Sophie Watson of the 
Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust 
excavating the site of the Roman coin 
hoard in July 2011. 

The Roman earthenware jar 
containing most of the hoard 
of coins during excavation.

The jar holding the coins carefully 
wrapped in crepe bandage ready to 
be lifted from the ground.

The coins in the jar during 
the process of ‘excavation’ in 
the National Museum (photo: 
Edward Besley).

The coins belong to a number of different Roman 
emperors. Initial study suggests that the latest coins 
appear to belong to the emperor Aurelian who ruled 
between AD 270–275, which is the likely date that 
the hoard was buried (photo: Adrian Simmons).
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Cerrig Bwlch y Fedw 
stone circle, Denbighshire
In our Spring 2009 Newsletter we looked at the recent survey of two newly-discovered 

stone circles in Breconshire. Here, we look at survey work carried out on another stone 
circle this time on the heather-clad Berwyn hills in Denbighshire, undertaken  as part of a 
project recording prehistoric ritual and burial monuments in Wales grant-aided by Cadw. 

The Cerrig Bwlch y Fedw stone circle sits on the western edge of the Berwyns east of 
Llandrillo. It lies a little distance away from the better known circle at Moel Ty Uchaf 
(which featured on page 7 of our Spring 2011 Newsletter). Recent survey work suggests 
that the circle was originally made up of 8 stones, two of which have fallen and one of 
which has become broken, forming a small circle just over 5 metres in diameter with the 
tallest stone standing to a height of only about 85 centimetres above the turf.

The small size of the stones is a distinctive feature of many of the Welsh stone circles and 
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seems to emphasise that it was often 
their setting rather than the grandeur  
of their construction that was 
uppermost in the minds of the later 
Neolithic and Bronze Age peoples 
that built them. 

The smallness of the stones is one of 
the reasons why a reasonable number 
of new sites, such this small stone 
circle at Cerrig Bwlch y Fedw, have 
only been recorded for the first time 
in recent years. Unfortunately, it 
can also make sites of this kind very 
vulnerable to inadvertent disturbance 
or destruction. 

The reason why these stone 
monuments were constructed remains 
the subject of continuing speculation 
but are nonetheless important 
indicators early prehistoric activity. 
Although the Cerrig Bwlch y Fedw 
circle lies a little distance from the 
Moel Ty Ucha circle there may be 
some significance in the fact that a 
number of ‘pairs’ of stone circles are 
known in Wales, as at Rhos-y-beddau 
on the southern edge of the Berwyn, 
Y Pigwn in western Breconshire, and 
on the Kerry Ridgeway.  

Above right Plan of the small stone 
circle at Cerrig Bwlch y Fedw. Lower 
right Archaeologist Ian Grant of the 
Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust 
carrying out survey work in on the 
stone circle in 2011.
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Festival of British Archaeology 
events in and around Welshpool
This year, in addition to the community-based excavation project at Hen Caerwys (see 

pages 5–7 above) our new offices in Broad Street, Welshpool provided the base for a 
number of events organised as part of the Festival of British Archaeology. The Festival, 
coordinated by the Council for British Archaeology, takes place over a fortnight every July 
and tries to involve people of all ages in all sorts of activities relating to archaeology.

This year we were able to open our doors for a number of events for children, family 
groups and students. The first was arranged for one Saturday in July when quite a crowd 
turned up to try their hands at making medieval tiles, brooches and heraldic shields as well 
as reconstructing a large broken pot which is a bit like doing a three-dimensional jigsaw 
puzzle! Keep an eye out on our website for similar events we are hoping to organize for next 
year. The second event was arranged for students from local schools as part of their work 
experience placement. As in previous years students had the chance to become involved in a 
range of archaeological activities, including surveying work (see back page).

For more information about the Festival of British Archaeology visit the Council for British 
Archaeology’s website (http://festival.britarch.ac.uk/).
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The Newsletter can be downloaded from www.
cpat.org.uk/news/newslets/newslets.htm

Front cover: Excavations in progress on the 
civilian settlement attached to Pen y Gaer 
Roman fort, Breconshire, with members of the 
Llangynidr Local History Society in May 2011.
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The Trust is 
grateful to all the 
landowners who 
granted permission 
to carry out the 
projects on their 
land described 
in the Newsletter 
and for the grant 
aid from Cadw on 
behalf of the Welsh 
Government.

Work experience students Chelsea Bartram (right) and Fabian Twist (middle) being 
supervised by Emma Turner in carrying out surveying work at the Trust’s Iron Age hillfort 
at Beacon Ring near Welshpool. Emma, an archaeology undergraduate from Bradford 
University, is currently on a six month work experience placement with the Trust.


